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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the amendment filed 21 January 2005. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 8 were amended. 

3. Claims 5-7 and 1 1 were cancelled. 

4. Claims 1-4 and 8-10 are pending in this Office Action. 



Response to Amendment 

5. The objection to the abstract was addressed and is withdrawn. 

6. The objection to the specification was addressed and is withdrawn. 

7. The objection to claim 1 regarding the outline format was addressed and is withdrawn. 
Applicant's response regarding clarity on this issue has been considered, and if Applicant 
wishes to return the claims to an outline format, no further objection will be made. 

8. The objections to the claims regarding minor informalities have been addressed and are 
withdrawn. 

9. The examiner appreciates Applicant's willingness to incorporate previously objected to 
and indicated allowable over the prior art of record claim 6, but upon further search and 
consideration regrets to inform Applicant that the present claims are not deemed in condition 
for allowance. 

10. Applicant's amendments and arguments with respect to claims 1-4 and 8-10 filed on 21 
January 2005 have been fully considered but they are deemed to be moot in view of the new 
grounds of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

i 

11. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

. (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

12. Claims 1, 3 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sutcliffe 
et al. (U.S. 6,052,122). 

13. With respect to claim 1, Sutcliffe teaches a method of searching for persons using a 
communication means comprising a plurality of the following steps: 

A step whereby a plurality of participants connect their terminals with a server in a 
condition enabling their mutual communication via a communication means (Sutcliffe, Fig. 
1, elements 15A-15N; col. 4, lines 22-35), a step whereby each of said participants inputs 
personal information thereof into said server from said terminals, a step whereby said server 
provides a plurality of various questionnaires that have been stored therein to each of said 
participants via said terminals, a step whereby said participants answer said questionnaires 
provided by said server using terminals (Sutcliffe, Figs. 2A and 2B; col. 5, line 27 - col. 7, 
line 37), a step whereby said server detects other participants among a plurality of said 
participants who have given the same or a similar answer and/or other participants among a 
plurality of participants who have given an opposite answer, a step whereby, said step 
whereby said server provides a plurality of various questionnaires, said step whereby said 
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participants answer said questionnaires, and said step whereby said server detects other 
participants, are repeated until the detection result reaches a predetermined number of people 
(Sutcliffe, col. 7, line 64 - col. 8, line 64), a step whereby in the case where said detection 
result becomes less than the predetermined number of people, the server goes back to the 
detection results of a questionnaire one prior to that questionnaire (Sutcliffe, col. 8, line 64 - 
col. 9, line 10), and transmits a message to said terminal to direct the particular participant to 
prioritize other participants to be mutually introduced, and wherein, in the case where other 
participants to whom mutual introduction is desired are present based on said order of 
priority (Sutcliffe, col. 9, lines 11-48), the server proceeds to the following step, and a step 
whereby introductory information prepared based on said mutual personal information is 
provided via said terminals between said participant and other participants who have given 
the same or similar answer and/or who have given an opposite answer detected by said 
detection (Sutcliffe, col. 4, lines 7-10). 

14. With respect to claim 3, Sutcliffe teaches the invention described in claim 1, including 
the method of searching for. persons using a communication means wherein said method 
comprises a step after said step whereby introductory information prepared based on said 
. mutual personal information is provided, of enabling communications between both said 
participant and said another participant or among more than 3 participants (Sutcliffe, col. 4, 
lines 7-10). 
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15. With respect to claim 8, Sutcliffe teaches the invention described in claim 1, including 
the method of searching for persons using a communication means wherein said method 
further comprises a step wherein, while the step whereby said server provides a plurality of 
various questionnaires, the step whereby said participants answer said questionnaires, and the 
step whereby said server detects other participants, are repeated, the server detects other 
participants among a plurality of participants who have given the same or a similar answer 
and/or other participants among a plurality of participants who have given an opposite 
answer, and notifies each participant of the detection results each time via said terminals 
(Sutcliffe, col. 8, lines 2-15). 

16. With respect to claim 9, Sutcliffe teaches the invention described in claim 1, including 
the method of searching for persons using a communication means wherein said method 
adapts a system of selecting one answer out of a plurality of answers of participant's own 
will, which have been previously prepared for said questionnaires (Sutcliffe, col 9, lines 49- 
65). 

17. With respect to claim 10, Sutcliffe teaches the invention described in claim 1, including 
the method of searching for persons using a communication means wherein said server sets 
up a system by which, a participant out of said participant or other participants who expresses 
the desire to be introduced to the other participant would pay the fee for said communication 
means after confirming his desire to be introduced to a partner (Sutcliffe, col. 4, lines 7-10). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

18. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained .though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

19. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sutcliffe 
and further in view of Fraccaroli (U.S. 6,549,768). 

Sutcliffe teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a system of matching a 
first user with at least one other user of the system by comparing criteria data of the first user 
with characteristic data of the at least one other user and criteria data of the at least one other 
user with characteristic data of the first user. The characteristic and criteria data can be 
obtained via the Internet, and more specifically through a series of web site screens that 
prompt the user for characteristic and preference data. The system performs the comparison 
of the respective characteristic and criteria data to provide a list of matches to the first user. 
The first user is furnished with information that allows the first user to contact the other users 
for which a match has been found (see Abstract). 

20. With respect to claim 2, Sutcliffe teaches the invention described in claim 1, including a 
method of searching for persons using a communication means comprising a plurality of the 
following steps: A step whereby a plurality of participants connect their terminals with a 
server in a condition enabling their mutual communication via a communication means 
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(Sutcliffe, Fig. 1, elements 15A-15N; col 4, lines 22-35), a step whereby each of said 
participants inputs personal information thereof into said server from said terminals, a step 
whereby said server provides a plurality of various questionnaires that have been stored 
therein to each of said participants via said terminals, a step whereby said participants answer 
said questionnaires provided by said server using terminals (Sutcliffe, Figs. 2A and 2B; col. 
5, line 27 - col. 7, line 37), a step whereby said server detects other participants among a 
plurality of said participants who have given the same or a similar answer and/or other 
participants among a plurality of participants who have given an opposite answer, a step 
whereby, said step whereby said server provides a plurality of various questionnaires, said 
step whereby said participants answer said questionnaires, and said step whereby said server 
detects other participants, are repeated until the detection result reaches a predetermined 
number of people (Sutcliffe, col. 7, line 64 - col. 8, line 64), a step whereby in the case 
where said detection result becomes less than the predetermined number of people, the server 
goes back to the detection results of a questionnaire one prior to that questionnaire (Sutcliffe, 
col. 8, line 64 - col. 9, line 10), and transmits a message to said terminal to direct the 
particular participant to prioritize other participants to be mutually introduced, and wherein, 
in the case where other participants to whom mutual introduction is desired are present based 
on said order of priority (Sutcliffe, col. 9, lines 11-48), the server proceeds to the following 
step, and a step whereby introductory information prepared based on said mutual personal 
information is provided via said terminals between said participant and other participants 
who have given the same or similar answer and/or who have given an opposite answer 
detected by said detection (Sutcliffe, col. 4, lines 7-10). 
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Sutcliffe does not explicitly teach a common deadline for answering questions. 

However, Fraccaroli teaches the method of searching for persons using a communication 
means wherein a common deadline for answering said questionnaires by a plurality of 
participants has been previously set (Fraccaroli, col. 9, line 50 - col. 10, line 5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Sutcliffe in view of Fraccaroli in order to enable the use of a common 
deadline for answering questions. One would be motivated to do so in order to initiate 
contact between persons utilizing a wireless communications network on the basis of their 
physical location and the similarity of information which they have stored in the network. 

21. With respect to claim 4, Sutcliffe teaches the invention described in claim 1, including a 
method of searching for persons using a communication means comprising a plurality of the 
following steps: A step whereby a plurality of participants connect their terminals with a 
server in a condition enabling their mutual communication via a communication means 
(Sutcliffe, Fig. 1, elements 15A-15N; col. 4, lines 22-35), a step whereby each of said 
participants inputs personal information thereof into said server from said terminals, a step 
whereby said server provides a plurality of various questionnaires that have been stored 
therein to each of said participants via said terminals, a step whereby said participants answer 
said questionnaires provided by said server using terminals (Sutcliffe, Figs. 2A and 2B; col. 
5, line 27 - col. 7, line 37), a step whereby said server detects other participants among a 
plurality of said participants who have given the same^ or a similar answer and/or other 
participants among a plurality of participants who have given an opposite answer, a step 
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whereby, said step whereby said server provides a plurality of various questionnaires, said 
step whereby said participants answer said questionnaires, and said step whereby said server 
detects other participants, are repeated until the detection result reaches a predetermined 
number of people (Sutcliffe, col. 7, line 64 - col. 8, line 64), a step whereby in the case 
where said detection result becomes less than the predetermined number of people, the server 
goes back to the detection results of a questionnaire one prior to that questionnaire (Sutcliffe, 
col. 8, line 64 - col. 9, line 10), and transmits a message to said terminal to direct the 
particular participant to prioritize other participants to be mutually introduced, and wherein, 
in the case where other participants to whom mutual introduction is desired are present based 
on said order of priority (Sutcliffe, col. 9, lines 1 1-48), the server proceeds to the following 
step, and a step whereby introductory information prepared based on said mutual personal 
information is provided via said terminals between said participant and other participants 
who have given the same or similar answer and/or who have given an opposite answer 
detected by said detection (Sutcliffe, col. 4, lines 7-10). 

Sutcliffe does not explicitly teach confirming whether the participants desire mutual 
introductions or not. 

However, Fraccaroli teaches the method of searching for persons using a communication 
means wherein said method comprises a step, after said step whereby said server detects 
other participants, and prior to said step whereby introductory information prepared based on 
said mutual personal information is provided, of confirming whether said participants desire 
mutual introductions or not (Fraccaroli, col. 10, line 40 - col. 11, line 29). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention^ 
was made to modify Sutcliffe in view of Fraccaroli in order to enable confirmation of 
whether the participants desire mutual introductions or not. One would be motivated to do so 
in order to initiate contact between persons utilizing a wireless communications network on 
the basis of their physical location and the similarity of information which they have stored 
in the network. 
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Response to Arguments 

22. Applicant's arguments filed 21 January 2005 have been fully considered, but they are not 
persuasive for the reasons set forth below. 

Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alicia Baturay whose telephone number is (571) 272-3981. The examiner 
can normally be reached at 7:30am - 5pm, Monday - Thursday, and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh 
Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Alicia Baturay 
February 1,2007 




/8ALEH NAJJAR 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



